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The Citadel Poll has conducted a statewide survey ahead of the 2026 general election. The purpose
of this pollis to be able to understand the attitudes and opinions of South Carolinians.
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About The Citadel’s Midterm General Election Poll

The Citadel Poll surveyed 1,009 registered voters in South Carolina between October 14, 2026 and
October 25, 2026. The sample includes survey responses from registered voters in the state invited
to take the survey through live-telephone calls and text messages.

The questions asked in the survey covered four broad themes.

1) Migration to the state and time of residence, with Q2.

2) The Senate election, including candidate preference (Q12), reason for preference,
anticipated competitiveness of the campaign (Q14), and the potential impact of a write-in
campaign (Q16).

a. The survey began after the October 11 debate between three candidates.

b. President Donald Trump spoke in Pendleton, SC on Wednesday October 21 during
the time of this poll. An interesting time point comparison for the Greenville-
Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson media market is that among 255 responses voters
were 5% fewer voters were undecided and 5% more favored Darline Graham after
the visit (40% to 45%). Enthusiasm and support for Annie Andrews in the Upstate
remained the same before and after the event (37% to 36%).

3) The same questions were asked to understand the views of voters in the race for governor.
4) Policy debates in the state, specifically: trust in the upcoming election (Q8), attitudes about
flock cameras (Q21), state of the SC economy compared to the region (Q22), individual
financial stress (D10), and an assessment of how past governors have handled

catastrophes, the economy, and listening to people in the state.
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Details on Each State Sample
The Citadel Poll surveyed 1,009 registered voters in South Carolina between October 14, 2026 and
October 25, 2026. A margin of sampling error of the South Carolina Sample is 3.2%. This accounts
for differences in the sample and estimates of the population. The sample includes 890 likely voters
(+/- 4.5%). These respondents said they were very likely (9) or certain (10) on a scale of 1to 10; or

they had already voted.

South Carolina Sample
Registered  Likely

Total 1,009 890
MOSE 4.0 4.0
MOE 3.4 3.4

An individual weight was calculated for each respondent after the interviews were conducted to
ensure all responses were representative of the population. The information was based on known
registration and participation statistics by gender and age. An additional measure interacted
participation by race, as reported by the state, with the education attainment of each racial group
as reported by the American Community Survey. Another interaction measure captured the 2024
presidential votes within the designated market area to account for the differential turnout of voters
in each area of the state.

Please refer to the methodology statement at poll.citadel.edu for a description of how the data
were collected, demographics of the sample, and how weights were calculated. The Citadel is a
contributing member to iPoll at the Roper Center at Cornell University, which is where data from the
survey is available to the public.

Tally of Surveys by mode (pct), across voter group

South Carolina South Carolina

Registered Voters Likely Voters
Telephone 409 (41%) 371 (42%)
Text 600 (59%) 519 (58%)
Total Sample 1,009 890
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Topline Results for South Carolina

Q2 Were you born in South Carolina? (Q3) Have you always lived in Registered Likely

South Carolina or did you move back to South Carolina after Voters Voters
living somewhere else? (Q4) Or how long have you lived in South
Carolina?
Born in South Carolina, always lived in South Carolina 32% 29%
Born in SC, moved back in past 5 years 2 2
Born in SC, moved back between 5 and 10 years ago 2 2
Born in SC, moved back more than 10 years ago 6 7
Not born in SC, moved to SC in past 5 years 14 14
Not born in SC, moved to SC between 5 and 10 years ago 11 11
Not born in SC, moved to SC more than 10 years ago 34 35
Q5 Would you say you follow what’s going on in politics most of the RV Lv

time, some of the time, only now and then, or hardly at all?

Most of the time 68% 73%

Some of the time 24 22

Only now and then

Hardly at all 1 1
Q8 How confident are you that South Carolina and its counties will run a RV Lv

fair and accurate election this November?

Very confident 35% 39%

Somewhat confident 40 40

Not too confident 15 12

Not confident at all

Do not know enough to say 3 3
Q10 Do you plan to cast a ballot in-person early, on Election Day, or by RV LV

absentee by mail?

In-person on Election Day 27% 27%
In-person early (voted) 9 10
In-person early 56 57

Absentee by mail (voted)
Absentee by mail
Not sure/Refused

o) = =
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Q11 Annie Andrews, Darline Graham, Mark Hackett, and Kasie Whitener RV LV
are competing for the senate, how much have you been hearing about
the differences among the candidates running for the U.S. Senate in
South Carolina?
Nothing at all 7% 4%
A little 13 12
A moderate amount 28 30
A lot 22 23
A great deal 30 32
Q12 In the U.S. Senate election, do you support Annie Andrews, Darline RV LV
Graham, Kasie Whitener, or Mark Hackett?
Annie Andrews 40% 39%
Darline Graham 35 43
Kasie Whitener 1 1
Mark Hackett 2 1
Not sure 20 15
Not voting 2 -
Q12, Inthe U.S. Senate election, do you support Annie Andrews, Darline RV LV
Q16 Graham, Kasie Whitener, or Mark Hackett?
Answers updated if respondent planned to write-in Norman in Q16
Annie Andrews 40% 39%
Darline Graham 34 42
Kasie Whitener 1 1
Mark Hackett 2 1
Ralph Norman 3 2
Truly undecided 18 14
Not voting -
Q13AA Whatis the reason you most prefer Annie Andrews to be a RV Lv
senator? Is it because:
Andrews has made a difference in health care 6% 6%
Andrews offers a new direction for the state 31 31
Andrews is focused on the issues you care about the most 47 47
Something else 16 16
Q13DG Whatis the reason you most prefer Darline Graham to be a RV LV
senator? Is it because:
Graham has been an effective senator 3% 3%
Graham is the best to carry on Lindsey Graham’s legacy 24 26
Graham is focused on the issues you care about the most 35 37
Something else 37 34




i

THE CITADEL
POLL
Q14C Do you believe the race for the US Senator from South Carolina will RV LV
be a close election or not a close election?
a close election 65% 67%
a non-close election 17 18
not sure 18 15
Q14E  Who do you believe will win the race for US Senator RV LV Close Non-
from South Carolina? Close
Annie Andrews 31% 29% 35% 10%
Darline Graham 58 62 56 86
Kasie Whitener 1 1 1 0
Mark Hackett 3 2 2 1
Refused to say 6 5 6 2
Q15 Have you seen, read, or heard stories about voters that plan to write- RV LV
in Ralph Norman on the ballot for the Senate election?
Nothing at all 68% 65%
A little 17 18
A moderate amount 10 11
A lot 3 3
A great deal 2 3
Q16 Do you plan to write-in Ralph Norman for Senate in this election? Lv
Yes, | will 2%
No, | will not 86
| am undecided 11
Q17 Michael Addison, Walid Hakim, Jermaine Johnson, and Alan Wilson RV LV
are running for governor, how much have you been hearing about the
differences among these candidates?
Nothing at all 23% 18%
A little 30 34
A moderate amount 24 24
A lot 9 9
A great deal 14 15
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Q18 Of the candidates for governor, do you support Jermaine Johnson, RV LV
Alan Wilson, Michael Addison, and Walid Hakim?
Jermaine Johnson 32% 31%
Alan Wilson 36 42
Michael Addison 1 0
Walid Hakim 1 0
Truly undecided 28 26
Not voting 2 -
Q19JJ What is the reason you most prefer Jermaine Johnson to be RV LV
governor? Is it because:
Johnson has been an effective state representative 7% 6%
Johnson offers a new direction for the state 42 44
Johnson is focused on the issues you care about the most 36 37
Something else 15 13
Q19AW Whatis the reason you most prefer Alan Wilson to be governor? RV Lv
Is it because:
Wilson has been an effective Attorney General 42% 41%
Wilson fights for people like me 5 7
Wilson is focused on the issues you care about the most 35 37
Something else 17 15
Q20C Do you believe the race for South Carolina Governor will be a RV Lv
close election or not a close election?
a close election 36% 37%
a non-close election 36 38
not sure 27 25
Q20E  Who do you believe will win the South Carolina RV LV Close Non-
Governor election? Close
Jermaine Johnson 25% 23% 41% 5%
Alan Wilson 61 66 49 85
Someone else 5 3 2 2
Not sure 9 9 8 7
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Q21 Do you support or oppose the installation of automated license RV Lv
plate cameras in your local city?

Strongly oppose 43% 38%
Somewhat oppose 17 18
Neither support nor oppose 6 6
Somewhat support 21 23
Strongly support 12 14

Q22 Given recent inflation, do you believe that the cost of living in South RV LV
Carolina is better, worse, or staying the same as other states in the
South today?

Better 10% 11%
Worse 56 51
Staying the same 33 36
Not sure/Refused 1 1
Q23_1 Thinking of life in your town or city in the next 30 years, how RV LV

concerned are you about more severe hurricanes?

Not concerned at all 16% 16%
Not too concerned 21 23
Neither concerned no unconcerned 14 13
Somewhat concerned 31 31
Extremely concerned 18 17
Q23_2 Thinking of life in your town or city in the next 30 years, how RV Lv

concerned are you about prolonged droughts?

Not concerned at all 12% 12%
Not too concerned 19 18
Neither concerned no unconcerned 12 11
Somewhat concerned 36 38
Extremely concerned 20 20
Q23_3 Thinking of life in your town or city in the next 30 years, how RV Lv

concerned are you about more frequent heatwaves?

Not concerned at all 13% 14%
Not too concerned 15 17
Neither concerned no unconcerned 11 11
Somewhat concerned 32 30

Extremely concerned 29 28
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Q24  Haveyou purchased additional insurance to protect your RV LV
property from extreme events (e.g. flood insurance)?
Yes 20% 20%
No, | have not considered doing this 65 68
No, but | have considered buying additional insurance in the 15 12
past two years
Q25_1 Ingeneraldo you approve or disapprove of the way Donald RV Lv
Trump is handling his job as President?
Strongly approve 26% 33%
Somewhat approve 16 15
Neither 3 2
Somewhat disapprove 8 6
Strongly disapprove 47 44
Q25_2 Ingeneraldo you approve or disapprove of the way Darline RV Lv
Graham is handling her job as Senator?
Strongly approve 15% 19%
Somewhat approve 19 21
Neither 18 15
Somewhat disapprove 9 7
Strongly disapprove 38 37
Q25_3 Ingeneraldo you approve or disapprove of the way RV LV
Tim Scott is handling his job as Senator?
Strongly approve 29% 35%
Somewhat approve 18 16
Neither 10 7
Somewhat disapprove 11 10
Strongly disapprove 32 31
Q25_4 Ingeneraldo you approve or disapprove of the way RV LV
Henry McMaster is handling his job as Governor?
Strongly approve 22% 25%
Somewhat approve 26 26
Neither 8 6
Somewhat disapprove 12 13
Strongly disapprove 32 30
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Q26_1 Isyourimpression of Alan Wilson: RV Lv
Very favorable 18% 21%
Somewhat favorable 23 25
Neither 25 2
Somewhat unfavorable 13 13
Very unfavorable 19 18
Refused 2 2

Q26_2 Isyourimpression of Jermaine Johnson: RV LV
Very favorable 23% 22%
Somewhat favorable 19 17
Neither 34 35
Somewhat unfavorable 10 10
Very unfavorable 12 13
Refused 3 3

Q26_3 Isyourimpression of Annie Andrews: RV LV
Very favorable 29% 28%
Somewhat favorable 17 15
Neither 18 17
Somewhat unfavorable 9 9
Very unfavorable 25 29
Refused 2 2

South Carolina has had three governors in the past 24 years.

Q28_1 Which governor of South Carolina has done the best job responding RV LV
to catastrophes?

Nikki Haley 38% 38%
Henry McMaster 34 34
Mark Sanford 20 20
Refused to say 7 8

Q28_2 Which governor of South Carolina has done the best job generating RV Lv
economic growth?

Nikki Haley 40% 40%
Henry McMaster 31 30
Mark Sanford 21 22

Refused to say 8 8




i

THE CITADEL
POLL
Q28_3 Which governor of South Carolina has done the best job RV LV
maintaining fiscal responsibility?
Nikki Haley 36% 35%
Henry McMaster 31 31
Mark Sanford 26 26
Refused to say 8
Q28_4 Which governor of South Carolina has done the best job RV LV
respecting the ideas and feelings of the public?
Nikki Haley 42% 40%
Henry McMaster 29 31
Mark Sanford 21 21
Refused to say 8 7
Q29NH Governor Haley led the state through floods in 2015 and RV Lv
Hurricane Matthew in 2016. What was the primary reason you
think she did such a good job responding to catastrophes?
her ability to project calm 17% 18%
the rapid mobilization of resources 62 62
creating what became the SC Office of Resilience 21 19
Q29HM Governor McMaster led the state through the pandemic, RV LV
wildfires in 2025, as well as Hurricanes like Florence (2018) and
Helene (2024). What was the primary reason you think he did
such a good job responding to catastrophes?
his ability to project calm 15% 15%
the rapid mobilization of resources 60 62
making state relief funds available to those denied fed. assist. 25 23
Q29MS Governor Sanford led the state for eight years. What was the RV LV
primary reason you think he did such a good job responding to
catastrophes?
his ability to project calm 23% 23%
the rapid mobilization of resources 38 38
the fiscal restraint in how state and federal dollars were used 39 39
D10 Thinking about your family’s financial situation, would you say you RV LV
are living comfortably, just getting by, or struggling to make ends
meet?
Living comfortably 45% 50%
Just getting by 39 35
Struggling to make ends meet 16 14
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Measure RV LV
Female 53% 54%
Male 47 46
Non-Hispanic White 71 75
Black 24 22
All other 5 3
18-24 8 6
25-44 30 21
45-64 32 35
65 plus 30 37
No college degree 58 58
College degree 42 42
Harris in 2024 37 36
Trump in 2024 53 58
Did not vote/Someone else ‘24 10 6
Strong Democrat 21 21
Not strong Democrat 7 6
Leans Democratic 12 11
Independent 10 7
Leans Republican 9 6
Not strong Republican 8 7
Strong Republican 34 41
Extremely Liberal/Progressive 7 6
Liberal/Progressive 8 7
Slightly Liberal/Progressive 9 9
Moderate 18 15
Slightly conservative 12 11
Conservative 23 27
Extremely conservative 18 21
Not sure 4 4
Active duty 0 0
Veteran 15 15
Parent 27 23
Born-again Christian 45 49
Protestant 36 40
Roman Catholic 9 10
Mormon 0 0
Orthodox (Greek or Russian) 0 0
Jewish 1 1
Muslim 0 0
Buddhist 1 1
Hindu 1 4
Atheist 5 4
Agnostic 4 3
Something else 20 18
Nothing in Particular 23 21
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